Over the last several decades, a number of clinical procedures derived from experimental and applied behavior analysis have been developed, evaluated, and refined. These procedures have the demonstrated ability to teach new behavior and alleviate a variety of behavioral disorders. Unfortunately, many who would benefit from behavioral treatment are not receiving it. Behavior analysts have a professional obligation to make available Report of the Association for Behavior Analysis (ABA) Task Force on the Right to Effective Treatment. Ron Van Houten served as the Task Force Chair and Brian A. Iwata served as the Council Liaison. This report was accepted by the ABA Executive Council; however, it does not necessarily reflect the view of the majority of ABA members nor does it constitute official ABA policy. This report is also published in the Journal ofApplied Behavior Analysis (1988) is provided in a manner consistent with the highest standards of excellence, and that individuals who are in need of service will not be denied access to the most effective treatment available. In promulgating the rights described in this document, the field of behavior analysis acknowledges its responsibilities by reaffirming its concern for individual welfare and by prescribing the means by which behavioral treatment can be delivered in the most beneficial manner.
